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Your Excellencies,  

Please find attached copies of verbal notes of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
that were transmitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation on 6 
and 11 November 2014.   
Regular air reconnaissance of the territory of Ukraine, accumulation of the personnel 
and military equipment on certain directions, other military activities as well as rhetoric 
of the Russian leadership are clearly demonstrating that Russia is planning a new full-
scaled offensive operation against Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty.  
It is high time for the European Union, which is standing on guard of the European 
values and principles, to undertake preemptive steps towards Russia’s blatant behavior 
in order to prevent a bloody catastrophe ever seen in the heart of Europe in the XXI 
century.  
A proper response to rule of power promoted by the Russian side could consist of two-
track approach. Firstly, a lasting and persistent diplomatic pressure is needed to engage 
Russia into a genuine and result-oriented dialogue, in particular within the Geneva 
format that proved to be the most relevant framework for elaborating peaceful solution. 
Secondly, diplomatic efforts should be enforced by a new wave of restrictive measures to 
clearly show that all red lines have already been crossed. These measures should include 
both personal restrictions against those who undermine peace process as recently did 
Russian actor Mr. Porechenkov and economic to raise cost for Russia for its 
destabilizing actions.      
On the other hand, Russia’s obvious goal is also to veto reform process in Ukraine to 
turn it into failed state. In view of this we do count on EU’s political, technical and 
financial support of Ukraine’s resolve to implement a wide package of reforms focusing 
on judicial, anti-corruption, constitutional, decentralization, law-enforcement reforms 
as priorities. 
To conclude, Ukraine remains strongly committed to a peace process given that there is 
a credible partner on the other side strictly abiding by the spirit of the Minsk 
agreements that clearly stipulate key prerequisites for success of this process such as 
immediate withdrawal of all Russian troops from Ukraine’s territory and restore of 
effective control over the border. 
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Sincerely, Kostiantyn YELISIEIEV 
Ambassador, 

Head of Mission of Ukraine to the EU


