
     

PRESS RELEASE: We need a new trade policy after Russian Sanctions - 

Dita Charanzová, MEP 

Today (24 September 2014), the first Public Hearing on EU-Russia sanctions and trade policy was held in the 

European Parliament, chaired by Czech MEP Dita CHARANZOVÁ. 

The hearing was called because trade relations between Europe and the Russian Federation during recent months have 

reached a freezing point due to escalated tensions. The aim of the debate was to discuss the problems Czech and 

European enterprises are facing as a result of the deteriorated trade relations and how to resolve these issues through a 

possible new EU trade policy.  

"Although Russia is neither the Czech Republic's nor other EU members' largest trading partner, it definitely remains 

one of the most important markets. The current political situation has dramatically marked the bilateral trade 

relations and has an impact on a wide range of industries. Based on the EU's experience with Russia in the past years, 

we should concentrate our political and diplomatic efforts towards an entirely new direction and look for new 

business opportunities in other markets outside of Europe" Dita CHARANZOVÁ explained. 

The Hearing included both the European Commission and European Business. 

Ignacio Garcia Bercero, Acting Deputy Director of DG Trade and the EU's Chief Negotiator for TTIP, presented the 

current strategy of the Commission on trade policy after the crisis.  

Dr Frank Schauff, CEO of the Association of European Businesses in Moscow, and Ms Luisa Santos, Director at 

Business Europe, represented the concerns of European industries. Both stressed the harm done to European exporters. 

Radek Špicar, Vice-President of the Czech Association of Industry and Commerce, gave his views from the 

perspective of Czech industries and the effects on the internal market. 

Reuters journalist Robin Emmott, an international trade expert, put the situation into the global context and what 

should be done next. 

Despite national actions by the Member States aiming to identify alternative markets for export, Dita 

CHARANZOVÁ stressed the need for EU action.  

"The Czech government does not have the tools to actively implement a new trade policy in the short term. It is the 

European Commission, representing a market of 500 million consumers, which is in charge of implementing new 

trade policies" says Dita CHARANZOVÁ.  

"This is why the debate needs to shift from the national to EU level. The Commission needs to be aware of businesses' 

expectations, and business representatives should know what the Commission can realistically achieve. We want to 

facilitate the exchange of views between the affected businesses and the European Commission" CHARANZOVÁ 

comments.  
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Dita Charanzová is a Member of the European Parliament and ALDE group spokesperson for the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection committee and substitute member of the Committee on International Trade. She is a former 
Czech diplomat and an expert in international trade. 
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